
Supporting 
Access to the 
Canada 
Learning Bond –
CAFSAA 

June 2022



What is 
SmartSAVER

SmartSAVER, a program 
launched by the Omega 
Foundation, has worked for 
over 10 years to help Canadian 
families with modest incomes 
save for their children's post-
secondary education. We have 
done this by increasing 
participation in the federal 
government's Canada Learning 
Bond (CLB).



Why the Canada Learning Bond Matters



I. Landing page



Updated eligibility to easily 
separate out primary 
caregivers applying for children 
0-17 from 18 year old youth 
applying for themselves.



II. Adult 
Beneficiary 
Pathway



1. Clear option and 
description for youth 
applicants18+ years old.

2. Upfront birthday 
verification (only 18+ 
year-olds can continue 
through to the next step).

3. Limited data collection.

Step 1 – Tell us about yourself



Age of majority 18 years old 19 years old

Resident of • Alberta
• Manitoba 
• Ontario
• Prince Edward 

Island
• Quebec
• Saskatchewan

• British Columbia
• New Brunswick
• Newfoundland 

and Labrador
• Northwest 

Territories
• Nova Scotia
• Nunavut
• Yukon Territories

MySmartFUTURE 
financial 
institution 
choice

All financial 
institutions on 
MySmartFUTURE

Scotiabank
(RBC June 2022)

Financial institution choice 
depends on the applicant’s 
place of residence and age 
of majority.

Step 2 – Choose your 
preferred financial institution



Atlantic credit unions – an appointment maker through MySmartFUTURE

MySmartFUTURE 
RESP Partners 

Webpage

• BMO
• CIBC
• RBC
• Scotiabank
• TD

Online appointment 
scheduler

• Meridian
• National Bank
• Vancity credit union

RESP information page with 
contact/book an 
appointment links

• Knowledge First 
Foundation

Contact us form to book 
appointment

• Wealthsimple
• Manzil

Online application (remote 
access)

A. For youth 18 years old living in:
• Alberta
• Manitoba 
• Ontario

• Prince Edward Island
• Quebec 
• Saskatchewan

Step 2 – Choose your preferred financial institution



• British Columbia
• New Brunswick
• Newfoundland and 

Labrador

• Northwest Territories
• Nova Scotia
• Nunavut
• Yukon Territories

Financial institution Webpage
Scotiabank Online appointment 

scheduler

Step 2 – Choose your preferred financial institution
B. For youth 18 years old living in:



Step 3 – Submit and 
visit financial 
institution’s webpage 
to complete the RESP 
opening process



Example: 
VIU • CLB Champion

• Simplifying access to RESP using 
MySmartFUTURE link





SmartSAVER's work has been inspired and reinforced by a 
growing body of research showing that educational 
savings drive up post-secondary enrolment among 
children from modest-income families and can be the 
catalyst for greater achievement - i.e. higher graduation 
rates from high school and post-secondary institutions.
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